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DIRECTOR’S NEW YEAR MESSAGE 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 

 I wish you and your family a very happy, 
prosperous and peaceful new year. I wish 
that the new year brings more happiness 
and prosperity for you and your family. 
  
The new year eve is the time for 
retrospection for 2008 and plan for 2009. 
Our review and plans must commensurate 

with our professional and personal goals. We need to 
assess our strengths and weaknesses while planning for 
the future. 
  
For NCAP, the year 2008 was a very productive and 
rewarding year. Our efforts towards strengthening 
research, capacity building and policy communication were 
impressive and well recognized by our stakeholders. I am 
listing below some significant ones: 
  
We started five new projects on areas related to (i) 
horticulture marketing; (ii) farm indebtedness and loan 
waiving scheme; (iii) agricultural trade and food safety 
issues; (iv) impact of water-saving technologies; and (v) 
smallholders and their future. 
  
We got 5 externally funded  projects: (i) exploring fish 
markets in India by NFDB; (ii) agriculture risk and insurance 
products by NAIP; (iii) decision support system for 
commodity outlook by NAIP; (iv) WTO and SPS issues by 
NAFED; and (v) infrastructure and agricultural growth by 
MoA-FAO and ISEC.   
 
 We plan to initiate following project: (i) impact of FMD 
alleviation program in India with ILRI, ICAR and DAH 
(MoA); (ii) impact of crossbreeding program in India: future 
directions for animal breeding with ICAR; (iii) impact of 
NREGP on agriculture and livelihood patterns with NAAS 
and 6 SAUs, (iv) impact of non-traditional vegetable 
production on livelihood security with Syngenta Foundation; 
and (v) biofuel opportunities in India with IFPRI, 
Washington, DC. We are partner in one of the mega 
projects submitted by ICRISAT and IRRI to the Gates 
Foundation to build on our earlier program related to social 
science information repository. Oregon State University 
would like to develop a joint program with NCAP on policy 
research. ICARDA and CIMMYT have developed joint 
programs with ICAR where there are special components 
with NCAP. There is more demand from different partners 
and donors to take up new programs with NCAP scientists.  
 
On policy communication, we did few activities: (i) 
accelerating agricultural growth in India with FAO, MoA, 
and AERA; (ii) operationalization of SAARC milk grid with 
Ministry of External Affairs and Govt of West Bengal; (ii) 
impact  

 
 
of agricultural research; (iv) networking of agricultural 
economists for policy research with UAS Dharwad, and (v) 
outreach program of NCAP on impact assessment and 
policy research with AERA and Amity University in 
Lucknow.  We also started Prof Dayanatha Jha Memorial 
Lecture on our Annual Day. 
 
On capacity strengthening, we organized seven training 
programs These include one on policy analysis with IGIRD 
in Mumbai, and six sensitization workshops in Bangalore, 
Barapani, Jaipur, Kanpur, Patna and Trichy on WTO and 
SPS issues. 
 
Our scientists were recognized at national and international 
forums. Important ones are (i) NAAS Fellowship to Dr 
Ramesh Chand; (ii) NAAS Fellowship to Dr Suresh Pal; (iii) 
NAAS Associate Fellowship to Dr Anjani Kumar; (iv) Doshi 
Award of AERA to Dr Ganesh Kumar and his team; (v) 
Young Scientists Award of ISEE to Dr P Adhiguru; (v) best 
poster award in Fish Forum to Dr Ganesh Kumar; (vi) Dr 
Pratap Singh joined ICRISAT as Principal Economist. 
 
NCAP scientists were also involved with FAO, CGIAR, the 
World Bank and other international organizations in 
different capacities. Their  efforts were well applauded by 
the international community.  Our scientists also 
represented various national committees and invited by 
number of national and international events to chair, co-
chair or as lead speakers.  
 
Our small sports contingent bought laurels for all of us by 
winning number of medals. In Inter-zone tournaments Ms 
Sonia Chauhan performed her best and own several 
medals and awarded as best women sportsperson.   
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On governance, we tried to be more transparent. We tried 
to develop team culture. Our IRC was a unique this year 
where we tried to find our strengths and weaknesses 
individually and collectively.  
 
Our EFC (XI Plan) was approved and we got Rs 18.11 
crore plan budget for XI plan as compared to Rs 6.66 crore 
during X plan. This indicates recognition of our past efforts 
and more expectations for future by our stakeholders, 
especially ICAR. It calls for much more commitment from 
our side.  
 
For next year, we need to develop good programs on 
research, capacity building and policy communication. I feel 
that we need to aggressively contribute in areas such as 
biotechnology, biodiversity, biofuel, climate change, 
markets and trade reforms, land reform, retail chains, 
innovative institutional models, among others.  On training 
program, we need to take lead in impact assessment, trade 
related issues and policy modeling. On policy 
communication, we need to target at least one program in 
each quarter. I shall appreciate if each theme area 
identifies one topic for policy communication. 
 
Our accomplishments were because of the concerted 
efforts made by each staff member irrespective of his or her 
position. I wish to congratulate all the staff members of 
NCAP for yielding a rewarding year. I wish you all a very 
rewarding, fruitful and productive year 2009. I wish that all 
of you excel more in coming year. 
 
I thank you for your best cooperation. 
 
With my best regards, 
 
P K Joshi 

 
RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Integration of food market 
 
A study on óIntegration of Food Markets in India: A 
Case of Milk Marketsô  was carried out to examine (i) 
whether milk prices in selected markets are co-
integrated, and (ii) analyses short run and long-run 
equilibrium relationships of milk prices in different 
markets. The study concluded that wholesale prices 
of five major milk markets viz. Chennai, Delhi, 
Kanpur, Kolkata and Mumbai were co-integrated with 
one long run equilibrium relationship.  
 
Chennai, Delhi and Kanpur milk markets are weakly 
exogenous markets and there is likelihood that prices 
in these markets will not change much in response to 
short run deviations from long run relationship 
implying that these markets are more stable and less 
prone to external shocks in the short run. Wholesale 
milk prices in Kolkata and Mumbai markets are 
sensitive to changes in prices in all other markets. 
More over, the long run equilibrium in Indian milk 

markets if disturbed by any exogenous shocks would 
primarily be reinstated by corrective measures in 
Mumbai and Kolkata markets. The policy implications 
would be that the markets which are more stable in 
price series i.e. less susceptible to exogenous 
shocks, should work at their own, without much 
interference by government. The power of market per 
se will take of market imperfections. The markets viz. 
Chennai, Delhi and Kanpur are exogenous to the 
system. It means these markets have affect on the 
system and system has not affected these markets. 
 
Marketing system of Kolleru carp culture 
 

 
 
Kolleru lake is synonymous with the culture of Indian 
major carps and this area is also known as the óCarp 
Pocket of Indiaô. One of the major secrets behind the 
identity is the creation of proper channel of marketing 
without which every effort of fishers, farmers and 
scientists to enhance productivity would have gone in 
vain. It is observed that the existence of proper 
marketing channels has brought handsome income 
to the producers which helped in the establishment 
and expansion of Kolleru Carp Culture area. Almost 
95 per cent of fish that is produced in Kolleru area is 
transported to West Bengal (Howrah), Bihar, Assam 
and other North Eastern states of India. Fish farmers 
over the years have brought down óComposite Fish 
Cultureô from six species combination to two species 
combination of Catla and Rohu only for profitable 
marketing. A pond owner with fish grown to optimum 
size for marketing enquires the prevailing market 
prices. He uses the services of a óbrokerô for 
negotiating the price between him and a trader. The 
broker receives a commission of Rs 500 per truck 
load of fish from the trader and Rs 100 per ton of fish 
from the farmer. The fish after harvest is packed with 
ice in thermocol or plastic crates in 4:1 ratio; loaded 
onto the trucks and transported to the destination 
market. Each truck carries about 10 tonnes of fish. 
The cost of production comes to about Rs 35 per kg 
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and the farmer gets about Rs 7-8 as margin. The 
transportation cost works out to be Rs. 10 per kg. The 
consumer price at the terminal market varies from Rs. 
65-70. Thus, the producer of Kolleru area gets about 
65 per cent of consumer rupee.  
 
Progress and potential of horticulture in India 
 
The main factor underlying diversification in favour of 
fruits and vegetables has been higher returns relative 
to other crops during 1980-81 to 2000-01. During 
1980-81 to 2005-06, share of fruits and vegetables in 
total cropped area of the country increased from 2.8 
to 4.9 per cent and their share in crop output 
increased from 15.95 per cent to 25.61 per cent. 
Among states, Maharashtra, maintained more than 
5.5 per cent growth rate and Andhra Pradesh has 
seen acceleration in growth rate from 4 to 5 per cent 
between 1990s and 2000s. Last six years show rapid 
progress in production of fruits and vegetables in 
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh and Chattisgarh, 
exceeding 10 per cent annual rate of increase. 
Growth rate in production turned out to be either 
negative or very low in Assam, Karnataka, Rajasthan, 
West Bengal and Uttarakhand.  
 
Implications of debt waiver and debt relief 
scheme 2008  
 

 
 
Government of India announced Debt Waiver and 
Debt Relief Scheme 2008 in budget of the year 2008-
09. Perceptions of beneficiary farmers, non 
beneficiary farmers   and credit agencies from Karnal, 
Hisar and Mahendergarh districts of Haryana were 
observed and studied immediately after the 
implementation of the scheme. On positive side, the 
scheme has relieved many of the small and marginal 
farmers from the debt burden.  
On negative side, some of the observations are: 

¶ Farmers as well as credit agencies are of the 
common opinion that there should not be any 
discrimination in the scheme to defaulters and 
non defaulters.  

¶ Some benefit should have been provided to 
farmers who have been repaying their loans 
regularly.  

¶ Credit agencies are concerned that the scheme 
is dampening the recovery system. 

¶ Credit agencies were observed to be not 
interested in facilitating loan to defaulters. 

 
Interactions with the farmers and primary agricultural 
credit society have shown that many of the small and 
marginal farmers were not benefitted because of 
inaccurate land size records in societies and banks.  
Therefore, suitable policy options need to be 
exercised to reduce the negative effects of the Debt 
waiver and Debt Relief Scheme 2008. 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
Research papers 
 
Birthal, Pratap Singh, P K Joshi, Sonia Chauhan and 
Harvinder Singh. 2008. Can horticulture revitalize 
agricultural growth? Indian Journal of Agriculture 
Economics, 63(3): 310-321. 
 
Chand, Ramesh, S S Raju and L M Pandey 2008. 
Progress and potential of horticulture in India. Indian 
Journal of Agriculture Economics, 63(3): 299-309. 
 
Datta, K K 2008. Rapporteurôs report on 
environmental degradation and its correctives in 
agriculture sector.  Indian Journal of Agriculture 
Economics, 63(3): 557-564. 
 
Ganesh Kumar, B and K K Datta. 2008. Tackling 
avian influenza, an emerging transboundary disease. 
Policy Brief 26, NCAP. 
 
Ganesh Kumar, B, K K Datta, P K Joshi, P K Katiha, 
R Suresh, T Ravisankar, K Ravindranath and Muktha 
Menon. 2008. Domestic fish marketing in India ï 
changing structure, conduct, performance and 
policies. Agricultural Economics Research Review, 
21(Conference No.): 345-354.  
  
Ganesh Kumar, B and R V Singh. 2008. Economics 
of milk production in cattle and buffalo farming in 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands ï A comparative 
analysis. Indian Journal of Dairy Science, 61 (3): 1-7. 
 
Jain, Rajni and Sonajharia Minz. 2008. Drawing 
conclusions from forest cover type data: the 
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hybridized rough set model. Journal of the Indian 
Society of Agricultural Statistics, 62(1): 75-84.  
 
Nienke Beintema, P Adhiguru and P S Birthal. 2008. 
Public agricultural R & D investments: India in a 
global context. Policy Brief 27, NCAP. 
 
Sant Kumar. 2008. Raising wheat production by 
addressing supply-side constraints in India. NCAP 
PME Note No.16, NCAP. 
 
Shinoj, P, B Ganesh Kumar, R Sathiadhas, K K 
Datta, Muktha Menon and Shiv Kumar Singh. 2008. 
Spatial price integration and price transmission 
among major fish markets in India. Agricultural 
Economics Research Review, 21 (Conference No.): 
327 - 335.  
 
Sirohi, Smita. 2008. Agricultural infrastructure in 
India: current situation, challenges and potential for 
expansion. In: Mittal S and Mukherjee, A (eds) Food 
for policy ï reforming agriculture, Cambridge 
University Press India Pvt Ltd: 131-168. 
 
Popular articles/chapters 
 
Giridhar, K and S S Raju. 2008. Assessment of 
livestock feed resources availability. In: Manual for 
winter school on harnessing microbial diversity for 
use in animal nutrition, NIANP, Bangalore. 4-24 
November, 100-105. 
 
Jain, Rajni. 2008. Classification using decision trees. 
In: Reference manual for a training programme under 
CAS on data mining in agriculture, Indian Agricultural 
Statistics Research Institute, New Delhi. 4-24 
November, 186-190. 
 
Jain, Rajni. 2008. Rough set theory. In: Reference 
manual for a training programme under CAS on data 
mining in agriculture, Indian Agricultural Statistics 
Research Institute, New Delhi. 4-24 November, 258-
267. 
 
Chand, Ramesh. 2008. Prospects of achieving a 4 
per cent growth in agriculture during eleventh plan, 
NAAS news. National Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences, New Delhi. JulyïSeptember, 8(3). 
 
PAPERS PRESENTED IN CONFERENCES  
 
Strengthening research and extension linkages in 
agriculture. In: National seminar on innovative 
extension strategies for agricultural development and 
rural prosperity, organized by Indian Society of  
Extension Education at Rajendra Agricultural 

University, Pusa, Samastipur, Bihar, 18-20 December 
2008 (P Adhiguru). 
 
Impact of potato research in India. In: Global potato 
conference, organized by Central Potato Research 
Institute, Indian Potato Association and ICAR at 
NASC Complex, New Delhi, 9-12 December 2008 
(Sant Kumar, P K Joshi, Suresh Pal and N K 
Pandey). 
 
Transboundary animal diseases in India ï An 
emerging threat and impending response. In: 
National seminar on current agrarian issues: 
response of agricultural information system, 
organized by International Extension Forum, TNAU 
Coimbatore at NCAP, New Delhi, 5-6 December 
2008 (B Ganesh Kumar). 
 
Classifying technology savvy farmers using artificial 
intelligence based model. In:  National seminar on 
current agrarian issues: response of agricultural 
information system, organized by International 
Extension Forum, TNAU, Coimbatore at NCAP, New 
Delhi, 5-6 December 2008 (Rajni Jain). 
 
Crop insurance in India ï current issues and policy 
options. In: National seminar on current agrarian 
issues: response of agricultural information system, 
organized by International Extension Forum, TNAU, 
Coimbatore at NCAP, New Delhi, 5-6 December 
2008  (S S Raju). 
 
Institutional synergies for strengthening ICT-based 
agricultural information system. In: National seminar 
on current agrarian issues: response of agricultural 
information system, organized by International 
Extension Forum, TNAU, Coimbatore at NCAP, New 
Delhi, 5-6 December 2008  (P Adhiguru). 
 
System of rice intensification (SRI): pro-poor option 
for household food security and resource 
conservation. In: 3rd National symposium on SRI in 
India: policies, institutions and strategies for scaling 
up, organized by TNAU, WWF, DRR, NFSM, 
Coimbatore, 1-3 December 2008 (B C Barah). 
 
Externality of ground water development, emergence 
of water market and environmental sustainability: 
policy imperatives for rain fed areas. In: 68

th
 Annual 

conference of Indian Society of Agricultural 
Economics at Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, 28-
30 November 2008 (B C Barah).  
 
Yield gap analysis and prioritization of constraints in 
the production of major dry land crops of Rajasthan. 
In: 68

th
 Annual conference of Indian Society of 

Agricultural Economics at Andhra University, 



5 

 

  

Visakhapatnam, 28-30 November 2008 (Usha 
Ahuja). 
 
Contours and dynamics of domestic fish marketing in 
India: suggestive policy interventions. In: 8th Indian 
Fisheries Forum held at Kolkata, 22-26 November 
2008 (B Ganesh Kumar, K K Datta, P K Joshi, P K 
Katiha, R Suresh, T Ravisankar, K Ravindranath and 
Muktha Menon). 
 
Domestic marketing of marine fishes landed in 
Thoothukudi and Kanyakumari districts of Tamil 
Nadu- present status. In: 8

th
 Indian Fisheries Forum, 

Kolkata, 22-26 November 2008 (R Suresh, M 
Esakkias and B Ganesh Kumar). 
 
Financing and governance issues in rural 
infrastructure development. In: Convention on 
creating world class infrastructure - policy 
imperatives, organized by Lucknow Management 
Association, Lucknow, 22 November 2008 (Smita 
Sirohi). 
 
Lead paper on public-private partnership for 
promoting ICT in agriculture and rural areas. In: 
National seminar on information technology in 
agriculture and rural development, organized by Birsa 
Agricultural University, Ranchi, Jharkhand, 21-22 
November 2008 (P Adhiguru). 
 
Assessment of pro-poor research opportunities. In: 
International conference on Methodological 
developments in impact assessment, organized by 
EMBAPA, Brazil, 12-14 November 2008 (P K Joshi). 
 
Gaps in impact of CGIAR research. In: A meeting on 
Impact of agricultural research, organised by SPIA, 
CGIAR, Rome at Brazil, 10-11 November 2008 (P K 
Joshi). 
 
Trade policies to cope with food crisis and long term 
food supply issues. In: International meeting on Asian 
food strategy for sustainable economic growth, 
organized by Economics Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia, Jakarta, Indonesia, 10 
November 2008 (Ramesh Chand). 
 
Tapping Asian markets for exports of Indian dairy 
products. In: National seminar on emerging 
opportunities for commercialization in dairying, NDRI, 
Karnal, 6-7 November 2008 (Smita Sirohi). 
 
SAARC perspective vision 2020. In: Special session 
of the technical committee on agriculture and rural 
development, NASC complex, New Delhi, 3 
November 2008 (Ramesh Chand). 
 

PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS / CONFERENCES  
 
NREGA convergence initiatives and role of SRI,  
Ministry of Rural Development, GOI, New Delhi, 10 
December 2008 (B C Barah). 
 
National medium term policy framework on 
stakeholder consultation workshop, organized by 
FAO India, 8-12 December 2008 (Anjani Kumar, P 
Adhiguru). 
 
Brainstorming session for forthcoming National 
seminar on enhancing efficiency of extension for 
sustainable agriculture, organized by Indian Society 
of Extension Education at IARI, New Delhi, 2-3 
December 2008 (P Adhiguru). 
 
Brainstorming workshop on global food crisis and 
prices: implications for India, organized by National 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences at NASC Complex, 
New Delhi, 17 November 2008 (B Ganesh Kumar, 
Sant Kumar, S S Raju). 
 
World food day celebrations 2008, organized by IARI, 
New Delhi, 16 October 2008 (Sant Kumar, S S Raju). 
 
Launch meeting of global hunger index ï 2008, 
organised by IFPRI and Welthungerhilfe at NASC 
Complex, New Delhi, 14 October 2008 (S S Raju). 
National meet on grameen gyan abhiyan, organised 
by MSSRF, Chennai at NASC complex, New Delhi, 
3-5 October 2008 (B C Barah). 
 
LECTURES DELIVERED 
 
Policy framework for food and nutritional security-
institutional linkages perspective. In: Training 
program on institutional linkages for strengthening 
food and nutritional security, National Institute of 
Public Cooperation and Child Development, New 
Delhi, 10 December 2008 (P Adhiguru). 

 
Rough Set Theory. In: Data mining in agriculture, a 
training programme  under CAS, IASRI, New Delhi, 
19 November 2008 (Rajni Jain). 

 
Common econometric tools for modelling 
international trade. In: Advances in agricultural and 
food marketing, a training programme  under CAS, 
IARI, New Delhi, 17 November 2008 (P Shinoj). 

 
Classification using decision trees. In: Data mining in 
agriculture, a training programme under CAS, IASRI, 
New Delhi, 11 November 2008 ( Rajni Jain). 
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India in the midst of WTO negotiations: present status 
and implications for agriculture. In: Advances in 
agricultural and food marketing, a training 
programme  under CAS, IARI, New Delhi, 7 
November 2008 (P Shinoj). 

 
APMC (Development and Regulation) Act ï 2003. In: 
CAS training, IARI, New Delhi, October 2008 (Shiv 
Kumar). 
 
TV TALK 
 
Economic editors conference - Agricultural business 
desk, DD News, 26  November 2008 (P K Joshi). 
 
VISITS ABROAD 

 
Panelist for International symposium on energy and 
food strategy for sustainable economic growth in East 
Asia, organised by ERIA, IDE and JETRO at Tokyo, 
Japan, 5 December 2008 (Ramesh Chand). 

 
Workshop on village level studies, University of 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada,13-14 November 2008 
(Anjani Kumar). 
 
CGIAR impact assessment, focal point group 
meeting, SPIA-IAFP, Brasilia, Brazil, 10-14 
November 2008 (P K Joshi). 
 
Meeting on Asian food strategy for sustainable 
Economic Growth, organised by ERIA, IDE and 
JETRO at Jakarta, Indonesia, 10-11 November 2008 
(Ramesh Chand). 

 
Governing board meeting of SAARC Agricultural 
Centre, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 21-24 October 2008  
(P K Joshi). 

 
NEW INITIATIVE 

 
NAIP project on Developing decision support system 
for agricultural commodity market outlook. 
 
PERSONNEL  
 
Awards 
 
Young scientist award for the year 2008 by Indian 
Society of Extension Education, IARI, New Delhi (P 
Adhiguru). 

 
Best poster award for the research paper on 
Domestic marketing of marine fishes landed in 
Thoothukudi and Kanyakumari Districts of Tamil 

Nadu ï present status, 8
th
 Indian Fisheries Forum, 

organized by Indian Fisheries Society and CIFRI, 
Barrackpore, Kolkata, 22-25 November 2008 (B 
Ganesh Kumar). 

 
D T Doshi award for best oral presentation of the 
research paper on Domestic fish marketing in India ï 
changing structure, conduct, performance and 
policies, 16

th
 Annual Conference of Agricultural 

Economics Research Association (India) held at 
Amity School of Agricultural and Rural Management, 
Lucknow, 21-22 November 2008 (B Ganesh Kumar). 
 
NAAS Fellowship under the category of Social 
Scientists (Suresh Pal) 
 
Recognitions 
 
Member, International Steering Committee, Global 
climate change programme, CGIAR alliance: 2009-
2011 (P K Joshi). 
 
Organizing Secretary, National seminar on current 
agrarian issues: response of agricultural information 
system, Organized by International Extension Forum, 
TNAU, at NCAP, New Delhi, 5-6 December 2008     
(P Adhiguru). 
 
Panelists, International symposium on Energy and 
food strategy for sustainable economic growth in East 
Asia, organized by ERIA-JETRO, Tokyo, Japan, 5 
December 2008 (Ramesh Chand). 
 
Chairman, technical session on Economic impact 
assessment and market, SRI conference, 
Coimbatore, 1-3 December 2008 (B C Barah). 
 
Chairman, technical session,  National seminar on IT 
in agriculture and rural development, organised by 
BAU, Ranchi and Department of Information 
Technology, 21-22 November 2008 (P Adhiguru). 
 
Discussant, International conference on How are the 
poor affected by trade, organized by United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, New Delhi, 
15 October 2008 (Ramesh Chand). 
 
Reviewer, 19

th
 annual IAMA, World symposium, 

Budapest, Hungary, 20-23 June 2009 (Harbir Singh). 
 
Retirement 
 
Mr S P Asra (AFAO) superannuated on 31 October 
2008 from NCAP. 
 
RAC MEETING 
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Joint Research Advisory Committee meeting of 
NCAP and IASRI was held on 2 November 2008 to 
review the on-going research and discuss the future 
plans. Dr P V Shenoi, Former Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Government of Agriculture chaired the 
meeting. 
 
POLICY ADVOCACY   
 
Issues in India's pro-poor policy 
 
The Centre organized a workshop on Issues in 
India's pro-poor policy on 22 December 2008, to 
discuss the following key issues identified by the FAO 
and Ministry of Agriculture, GOI in formulating 
policies targeted towards the weaker sections of the 
society: i) increasing rural non-farm employment for 
farm household, (ii) infrastructure development for 
agricultural growth and poverty alleviation, and (iii) 
management of common pool resources for poverty 
reduction in tribal areas of eastern India with 
reference to small scale culture fisheries and non-
timber forest products. 
 
Presentations were made on the three aspects listed 
above by researchers from Institute of Economic 
Growth, NCAP and Institute of Social and Economic 
Change respectively. The workshop was attended by 
about fifty distinguished academicians, senior officers 
from various ministries and representatives of FAO. 
The participants provided very useful inputs for 
strengthening the on-going research work in the 
identified areas. 
  

 
 
Current agrarian issues: response of agricultural 
information system 
 
International Extension Forum (IEF), TNAU, 
Coimbatore organized a national seminar on current 
agrarian issues: response of agricultural information 
system at NCAP on 5-6 December 2008. 

The objective of the seminar was to have a 
stakeholdersô dialogue on current agrarian issues and 
develop strategies, policies and options to strengthen 
Agricultural Information System so as to effectively 
address the issues related to emerging challenges 
and opportunities of agriculture in future. Prof A G 
Sawant, President, IEF and Dr P K Joshi welcomed 
the august gathering. About 80 delegates participated 
in the seminar. Eminent delegates include Dr S A 
Patil, Director, IARI, Prof M J Modayil, member, 
ASRB, Dr P Das, DDG (Extension), Dr V V 
Sadamate, adviser, Planning Commission and Dr 
Baldeo Singh, joint director (extension), IARI.  
 
The salient recommendations of the seminar were 
greater thrust on information delivery in rainfed 
agriculture, animal husbandry, dairying, and fisheries, 
horticulture, strengthening outreach programs of 
ICAR, convergence national extension programs like 
RKVY and food security mission, ATMA and KVK. 
Greater emphasis was laid on market-driven 
agricultural information system to meet the 
challenges of globalization and increasing profitability 
for smallholders. 
 

 
 
Risk assessment and insurance products for 
agriculture 
 
First Partnersô Meet of NAIP project on risk 
assessment and insurance products for agriculture 
was organized at NCAP on 17 October 2008. The 
purpose of the meeting was to finalize the activities 
for the next six months by the individual centers; to 
assess the initial program and plan of action; to 
prepare centre wise definite activity list and fix the 
targets to achieve short term as well as long term 
goals of the project. Dr B C Barah, PI of the project 
welcomed the participants and presented a brief 
introduction and objectives of the project. 
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Dr. P K Joshi, Chairman, Consortium Implementation 
Committee, addressed the group and urged to 
develop methodologies and mechanisms for evolving 
innovative insurance products for agriculture, 
because the existing insurance products are not 
efficient and farmer friendly. He also emphasized on  
the need for developing business model for insurance 
products taking lessons from existing successful 
business models from other sectors. He advised the 
group to give more importance to output oriented 
goals for guaranteed visibility.  
 
Dr K N Rao (AIC) and Dr Anil Rai (IASRI) presented 
elaborate account of the focused activities and 
expected output of the project. Dr R S Sidhu (PAU 
Ludhiana) presented few issues on emerging risks in 
Punjab agriculture. Dr C R Ranganathan and Dr 
Suresh Kumar presented a plan of work in Tamil 
Nadu. Research questions pertaining to different 
types of risk, coping strategies, management 
practices, insurance products and policy options were 
raised. Finally, role and responsibility of each partner 
was defined.  
 
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS  
 
Dr (Ms) Yuan Zhou, economist, Basel, Switzerland, 3 
December 2008. 
 
Dr N S Johda, senior consultant, ICAMOD, Nepal, 27 
November 2008.   
 
Dr P Chengal Reddy, secretary general, Consortium 
of Indian Farmers Association, 20 November 2008. 
 
SPORTS 
 

 
 
Mr M S Chauhan (Chief-De-Mission and Manager) 
and Ms Sonia Chauhan represented NCAP in ICAR 
inter zonal sports meet held at Hyderabad on 17-20 

November 2008. Ms Sonia won 2 silver medals in 
100m and 200m races; and a bronze medal in high 
jump event.  
 
NCAP WEBSITE 
 
In the quarter October-December 2008, 48,896 
pages of NCAP website were viewed. On an average 
1.61 pages were viewed per session with nearly 2758 
hits per day. The site was visited from nearly 15,564 
different locations across the world by 27544 visitors 
from 116 countries. Access to NCAP publications like 
Policy Paper, Policy Brief, Workshop Proceedings, 
PME Notes and E-news shows growth of 6-29% in 
this quarter (Table 1) as compared to the previous 
quarter. Also, there has been considerable increase 
in some other important performance parameters of 
the NCAP website during the quarter. 
 
Table 1: Quarterly performance of NCAP Website 
 
Parameter Jul-Sep Oct-Dec % Change 

Policy paper 2689 2858 6 

Policy brief 1898 2272 20 

Workshop 
proceedings 

3880 4419 14 

PME notes 780 1009 29 

E-news 633 727 15 

Others 2376 2515 6 

Locations 13151 15564 18 

Average number of 
visitors 

1.72 2.05 19 

Average time spent 
per session  

484 534 10 

Countries 110 116 5 

 
 

 
 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

 
¶ Launching workshop of NAIP project- Agricultural 

risk and assessment products, 20-21 January 
2008 ( Dr B C Barah) 

 

¶ 4
th
 World Congress on conservation agriculture, 

NASC Complex, New Delhi, 4-7 February 2009 
(Dr K K Datta) 

 

¶ Concluding workshop of the project on óExploring 
market opportunities for fisheries sector in India, 
NCAP, 11 February 2009 (Dr B Ganesh Kumar) 
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